Grow with the Pros..

Spring—Mar., Apr., May

Spring is upon us once again! Everywhere in the valley
and beyond you can see various trees and shrubs blooming.
Some of the earliest bloomers include: Spotted Emu Bush
(Eremophila maculata), Bougainvillea, Lantana, Desert Mal-
low (Sphaeralcea ambigua), Sweet Acacia (Acacia smallii),
Bradford Flowering Pear (Pyrus calleryana), as well as vari-
ous fruit and citrus trees. Later on, you'll see Hibiscus, Or-
ange Bells (Tecoma stans) and Roses. At Gardener’'s World
we have all of these and more! Come by and see what's

poppin’!

The time to plant spring and summer flowers is at
hand and Gardener's World grows the largest variety of quality
spring and summer flowers in Arizona.

Before you decide just what to plant, it is essential that
you prepare the soil. The soil provides an anchor for roots,
serves as a reservoir for moisture, and stores the nutrients
necessary for healthy plant growth. Unless you are a newcomer
to Arizona gardening, you know that our arid soil is extremely
alkaline and contains little organic matter. Yet, with the proper
soil preparation these problems are easily overcome.

Our high alkalinity frequently gives us pH values of 8.0
or above. Nutrients needed for plant growth are more readily
available when the soil pH is neutral, or 7.0. The previously
accepted method of lowering the pH was to add gypsum to the
soil. However, we recommend First Step Soil Acidifier. It is
composed of water soluble sulfur that also contains iron and
manganese. It rapidly breaks apart the heavy clay and caliche
particles and allows for the drainage of salts. Once these salts
are beyond the root zone, the plant takes up the nutrients and
has a far better chance of staying healthy. Typical application
rate is ¥2to 1 Ib per 100 square feet of planting area
but a laboratory soil test (available from Gardener's
World for $49.50) will tell you exactly what and how
much your soil needs.

We can solve the problem of too little
organic matter by the simple process of adding
mulch to our beds. In sandy soils, mulch helps in
retaining moisture and in clay soils, it aids in
aeration. As a top dressing, it helps to retard weed
growth, cools the soil in hot weather and helps to
prevent evaporation. In most cases, we recommend
using our Greenworld mulch.

Peat moss is expensive and breaks down too

quickly.

Composted leaves (“green waste”) are adequate if
properly composted, but decompose rapidly. Manure is usually
too high in salts. However, if it's leached of salts, it's beneficial.
Gardener's World stocks Greenworld mulch, a fortified native
Arizona wood product designed for Arizona soils.

After planting, topically apply Flower Power 14-14-14.
This fertilizer is a balanced slow-release blend of essential
nutrients. The typical application rate is 1/2 to 1 pound of fertilizer
per 100 square feet of garden space. Many of today’'s flower
varieties perform better with regular feeding. The nutrients will
ensure healthy growth and heavy bloom and will last from 60-90
days before you next need to fertilize.

Once your beds are prepared your next step is to choose
from our beautiful spring and summer flowers. Some of the most
popular for the Valley include:

Celosia: Also known as ‘Cockscomb’, these plants can grow in
size from 6" to 24" depending on the variety you select. Vigorous
and heat loving, these plants require very little water. Available in
red, orange, yellow, and fuschia.

Cosmos: Tall plants in pastel colors make this an excellent
backdrop plant. A good cut flower.

Gomphrena: The variety known as ‘Purple Buddy' has proven
itself best for our area. Dark purple button-type flowers on a hardy
heat-loving plant.

Lisianthus: A favorite of Valley gardeners, this striking plant is
available in many colors including blue, white, pink and purple,
and makes a tremendous cut flower. It thrives in the heat and sun
and is available in dwarf or taller growing varieties. Keep old
flowers pruned off for best results.

Marigolds: Bright splashes of yellow, orange and red make this a
popular choice for spring color. Plant after all danger of frost is
past and choose a location that gives a little afternoon shade and
marigold will last into the monsoons.

Nierembergia: Its purple and white flowers are great for borders
and it needs low to moderate water. Plant in full sun.

Pentas: One of the most popular and hardy plants for light shade
or partial sun. Free blooming red, pink, rose, violet and lavender
flowers.

Portulaca: Known also as ‘Moss Rose’, this ground-hugging plant
loves the heat and takes very little water. Flower colors come in
scarlet, fuchsia, gold, orange, pink and yellow.

Salvia: ‘ Lady in Red’ and ‘Victoria Blue’ add color and durability to
almost any garden setting. These and others grown
by Gardener's World are proven winners.

Vinca: One of the hardiest and most heat-loving
plants available. White, pink, grape, orchid, and lilac
are some of the colors available this summer. For
best results acidify with First Step, avoid overhead
watering, and grow in a raised bed if possible.
Zinnia: A favorite of nearly everyone these come in
a variety of colors from red, rose, pink, gold, orange
and scarlet in dwarf or tall-sized plants. Ample water
and light afternoon shade are needed.
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If you haven't done so already, now
is the time to prepare your roses for spring
growth. There are a few important tasks you
should undertake to assure your roses a vigorous rebirth.
Roses like rich, organic, slightly acidic, well-drained
soil. First, acidify our alkaline soil using First Step or Disper-
Sul (a water-soluble soil sulfur). Second, mulch around the
plants with Greenworld Mulch to provide the organic
material necessary for building a healthy soil structure.
Fertilize your roses so that they have the nutrients

Many varieties of citrus are easily enjoyed in our
warm climate: oranges, tangerine, tangelo, grapefruit, lemon,
lime, kumquat, limequat and cocktail trees all do famously.

While any time is okay to plant citrus, March—-May and
September—November are optimum. To plant, dig a hole that is
twice the container size in width and depth. This can be a very
arduous task, but to make this chore easier, apply First Step
and wet into the soil. If necessary, repeat until the hole is of
sufficient size. Be careful not to bury the trunk any deeper
than it is in the pot or box.

Mix Greenworld Mulch about half-

necessary for them to sustain the heavy
growth and flowering of the coming year. Our
desert soil is particularly lacking in the macro-
nutrients nitrogen and phosphorus. Roses also
need several micro-nutrients, (including
magnesium, iron, copper, zinc, molybdenum
and boron) which are of limited availability in
our alkaline soil. Various chemical and organic
rose fertilizers are available that provide all or
most of the essential nutrients. One of the
most popular rose fertilizers is Magnum Grow
Rose Food, available at Gardener's World.

As the year progresses, fertilize your
roses every 4 to 6 weeks. Watch for aphids
during warm weather and signs of rust or
mildew. Green Light Rose Defense, available
at Gardener's World, is a very efficient organic

half with the existing soil. Put %2 cup of First
Step Soil Acidifier into the bottom of the hole.
This will help soil drainage and lower the pH
in the root zone. Next back-fill the hole to
slightly more than one-half, tamp well and
water. Measure the root-ball and adjust the
depth accordingly. It is extremely important
that the finished soil level is exactly the same
as the soil level of the container. Next, cut the
bottom off the container, place the tree in the
hole, handling the root ball, not the trunk, and
cut the sides off the container. Make certain
that you have the proper tools to do this.
Backfill with the remaining soil/mulch mix,
tamp well, and form a water basin around the
edge of the branch-line. Water deeply and
thoroughly when finished.

an insecticide and fungicide. If your flowers|takes in the sweet fragrance of t
open up and appear to be burned around the blooms. Take some home and enjoy
edges you probably have in infestation of|the beauty for yourself!

product containing Neem oil and works as both|Roses surround Gary Petterson af

We recommend fertilizing citrus
iﬂ%e times per year. The best months are
ﬁgually February, May, and late August or
rly September. One memory trick is
Valentine’s Day, Memorial Day and Labor

thrips. Thrips are tiny insects that get into the
flower bud while it is at an early stage. The best control for
thrip are the systemic products available. Bayer Systemic
Rose Food is one of the products listed for use on roses.

Removing spent blooms throughout the year is
called “dead-heading” and is essential for the vigor of roses.
There is a lot of mystique about how to prune roses in
season but the most important thing to remember is that
when you take off that stem you do so immediately above
an outside facing leaf bud. It is also important to keep dead
leaves cleaned up from around the base.

Now that you've devoted all that care and attention,
they'll reward you with a long season of beauty and
delightful fragrance. So sit back and enjoy!

Starter Tree Deal

3, 15 gal. Desert Trees
Planted
For only

$210. *

New Home Package

1, 24" box Tree
2,15 gal. Trees

Towering Triple 5, 5 gal. Shrubs

3, 24” box Trees Planteld
Planted For on X
For only $472.
$577.*
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Day. Before fertilizing, apply First Step Soil
Acidifier to balance the pH and allow the fertilizer to work as
intended. Use a balanced high nitrogen fertilizer such as 16-8-
4 fast release or our own 18-5-10 Tree and Shrub slow release
applied at a rate of 4 pounds per feeding for mature trees and
2 pounds for newly planted trees.

Keep trees free of sucker growth and dead wood.
Feel free to prune to keep the size manageable, keeping in
mind that lower branches bear more fruit. Keep citrus from
producing fruit for the first year.Protect tree trunks from
sunburn by allowing the branches to shade the trunk, or by
wrapping with tree wrap or, if you wish, painting the trunk with
white tree trunk paint.

Water deeply into the root zone every 7 days in
summer and every 2-4 weeks in winter.
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$713.*
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*
POO| Slde : Plant Mania
Package 7: 3, 24" box Trees
6, 15 g Trees
2, 24” box Queen Palms 7‘ 10, 5 g Shrubs
2, 15 gal. Queen Palms ‘?‘ Planted
6, 5 gal. Shrubs o For only
Planted 7; $1,159.*
Only 7‘
*
*
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Warmer weather is coming, so its time to break out
those pruning shears and cut back that dead wood caused by
frost.

It's best to hold off on pruning of frost tender plants un-
til the middle of March when frost danger has past. Frost dam-
ages citrus trees, Hibiscus, Bougainvillea, and many others.

Good sharp pruners are essential to trimming plants
correctly. Gardener's World carries a full line of pruning tools
and replacement blades. Come in and check out the tools at our
retail location.

A general guideline for regular pruning is to not take
more then one-third of the plant’s photosynthesis potential off at
one time. First, cut off all dead wood. To determine what is
dead, look at the cambium — the layer that is underneath the
bark. If the cambium is green you have live wood. After trimming
off the dead wood, trim any branches that are rubbing together.
Rubbing areas are an ideal place for disease and insect infesta-
tion. Third, cut for shaping and to thin.

Remember, always cut back to the internode when
pruning. The internode is the area where the next set of leaves
would come out. The plant will die back to this place on the
branch anyway and will look unsightly if not trimmed to this
point.

We want your trees and plants to look their best. Come
in and see us and ask your Gardening Pro any questions while
you purchase your pruning accessories. We are here for you
every day of the week!
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There are two kinds of herbicides: selective and non-
selective. The former kills only specific types of plants while the
latter kills all types of plants.

Com-pleet and Round-up are both excellent non-
selective herbicides that are systemic (kill to the root) and are
slower acting in colder weather. Wipe Out, MSMA, and Grass
Getter are selective herbicides. Wipe Out works well on broad-
leaf weeds, without harming the grass. MSMA Kills crabgrass in
your lawn. Grass Getter will kill grasses mixed in with most orna-
mentals without harming the ornamentals. Please always read
the manufacturer’s label instructions.

Near the end of Spring, you'll probably want to apply a
pre-emergent such as Weed Impede, Amaze, Concern, or Por-
trait to help control the summer weeds before they start. See
any Gardener’'s World Pro for advice and further details.

The warmer temperatures and higher humidity of spring see a
host of insects and diseases become active. Keep a look out
for these.

Aphids & Whitefly- we know these all too well. Know too that
organic neem oil applied regularly will help control them.
Powdery Mildew -on roses and shrubs. Grayish to white dust
appearance on leaves. Treat with organic Rose Defense. Not
only is it a neem oil product, it won't leave any residue on the
leaves!

Orange Dog -something’s eating your citrus leaves but you
never see any bugs? See that black/brown-and-white ‘bird
dropping’ on that citrus leaf? That's a well-disguised orange
dog caterpillar. Get rid of this guy right away with Fruit, Nut
and Vegetable Spray, another neem oil product, or a Bacillus
thuringiensis product (see below).

Grape Leaf Skeletonizer -does what the name suggests. You
find hundreds of small, striped, hairless caterpillars. Their
parent was the black and red moth (looks like a wasp) that you
saw in the garden a couple of weeks before. Use Bacillus
thuringiensis (Bt), a disease that only caterpillars, grubs,
maggots, and cut-worms get. It paralyzes their digestive track
and they stop eating within 3 hours and die within 72. And it
doesn’t harm people!

Gulf Fritillary -a butterfly that is parent to a bug that will strip
your passion vine. Use Diazinon or Bt.

Leaf Cutter Bee -Those little half circles chomped out of your
newest rose and bougainvillea leaves were made by this bee.
It then rolls them into little tubes, and lays eggs in them,
tucked in a hole or crevice. The damage is cosmetic only, but
a Systemic Rose Care fertilizer contains a systemic insecticide
that will wipe them out.
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Retail Manager,
Amelia Morrison &
Assist. Mgr., David
Snelling, say, “Get
those weeds!!” with
Bayer Weed Control,
Remuda, or any of
our wide selection of
pre- & post emergent
herbicides.

As temperatures begin to warm, we want to remind
you to keep an eye on your watering schedule. You should
decrease the frequency of your watering after a good rain.
You'll not only save water, but you could save your plants too!
Moist warm soil invites fungus and continually wet roots will
tend to rot.

Of course, as the summer approaches, the opposite
challenge arises. Remember to increase the frequency of
your watering schedule depending on the size of the plant.
We have developed a detailed watering guide and offer it free
at the nursery. Please stop by and see a Gardener's World
Team member today to answer any of your watering ques-

tions. §

Your checklist for all your needs this spring
in the garden.

___ Greenworld Mulch __Roses-5 Gal.

___Spring Flowers ___Spring Veggies

___ Weed Control ___Herbs

___Flower Power __ Rose Defense
14-14-14



Mon-Sat 7am - 5pm & Sun 10am - 5pm
(602) 437-0700 Fax (602) 437-8660
www.gardenpro.net
VALLEYWIDE DELIVERY 1G
Gary Petterson, President & CEO
Sharon Petterson, COO
Japanese $3.49
Copyright © 2003 by Gardener’s World. All rights Blood Grass :
reserved. Reprints granted with permission.
Copies available at the retail center, on line @ Natal p|um
www.gardenpro.net, or via email-get on the list! . , $3.49
Green Carpet
) ) Emu Bush
Closed Mar. 23rd for Easter vellow $3.49
Closed May 26th for Memorial Day
Cape Mallow $3.49
NEW FOUNTAINS [EEI-
o= 3.49
ARE HERE! Pinkie ’
Oleander $3.49
‘White Petite’ '
: Award winning landscape designs and :
+ installation are available from Gardener’s * !‘antana — $3.49
+ Eden Landscaping. Our team of sales, - Purple Trailing
- design and installation, consult on the . .
. unusual variety of plant material available . Shin Dagger
. for design customers. Call 602-437-2233 ; Agave
¢ for an appointment or come in to Gardener's :
+ World for one of our customer care experts * .
- to explain services available. Weeping Yucca —
www.gardenersedenaz.com

...................................
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$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$10.49 —

$11.89

$43.39

$10.49 $32.29

All prices good through 3/31/08 on in-stock items o nly.
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Made In The Gorgeous
Shade Tree Garden
Package Package

1, 24" Box Tree
2, 15 Gallon Trees

2, 24" Box Trees
2, 15 Gallon Trees
12, 5 Gallon Shrubs

S
vV FREE Classes are 1 hour and include handouts. “Don’t miss
the classes if you are going to grow anything” per Colby &
Ann Marie G.

March 8" 10 AM Soils 101: Fertilizers & Amendments

11 AM Citrus & Fruit Tree Selection & Care
22" 10 AM Landscape Maintenance for Homeowners

11 AM Gardener’s Eden Landscape Design

April 12" 10 AM Beginning Gardening

12 Noon Tomatoes
19" Repeat of March 22nd classes.

11 AM Houseplants & Container Gardening

*Planting packages include planting. Sales
tax and delivery are additional, excludes
Dalbergia Sissoos, Ficus,Palms, Orchid
Trees or Citrus are excluded from package
prices. All specials good thru 5/ 31/08. In-
stock items only.

25-27" Maricopa Home & Garden Show @ AZ State Fairgrounds
May 10" 9 AM Selecting Blooming Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
10 AM Managing Mature Landscapes for Monsoon Season
17" Repeat of March 22nd class.

Gardener’s World
where you can trust
the plant size.
Always a true
value, never a bait

Extra Ways to Save : At Gardener's World we value our customers and offer extra
savings opportunities for you to save with our Value Card and Senior discount 10% on
Wed. Remember, when you shop often you save! See store for details.

1 Gallons 5 Gallons
Myoporum Ice Plants Assort. Oleander Assort. Rosemary -
Gazanias Cape Plumbago an d SWItCh .

Expires 5/31/08

Expires 5/31/08



